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Editorial 
The best reason to begin a new journal is to satisfy the need for infonnation in a particular 
field of research. The Journal of Public Transportation wi II strive to increase communication 
between academics and practitioners inpublic transportation, aiming towards the common goal of 
solving problems related to the mobility of our citizens. 
There are many questions about he future of public transportation. Will it eventually go the 
way of the horse and buggy in all but the largest urban areas, or will it prove to be our economic and 
social salvation when the oil crisis finally arrives? Will intelligent transportation systems and alterna-
tively-fueled vehicles help or hurt public transportation? How do we decide which new technologies 
should be implemented? What are the roles of the federal, state, and local governments in support 
of public transportation? How important ispublic transportation in helping people move from wel-
fare to work? What can be done to increase the cost effectiveness and efficiency of public trans-
portation? Can the transit village concept work? By what standards, policies, and values hould we 
measure the success of public transportation? 
This journal will assist in encouraging academics tocontinue to study and develop innovative 
solutions to public transportation problems and in encouraging practitioners to consider and imple-
ment such solutions. Acontinuing dialogue between both is essential to the full understanding of the 
problems. We must ake seriously the challenge stated by historian Oscar Handlin: "Our troubled 
planet can no longer afford the luxury of pursuits confined to an ivory tower. Scholarship has to 
prove its worth, not on its own tenns, but by service to the nation and the world." The Journal of 
Public Transportation strives to help meet hat challenge. 
This first issue of the journal has been designed to provide perspective and practical tools 
from both researchers and practitioners. Six papers are included, covering avariety of topics and 
providing examples of the types of articles we are seeking to publish. lnfonnation on submitting 
papers is included on the back cover. 
In completing the first issue of the Journal of Public Transportation, I would like to ac-
knowledge the Editorial Board, the authors, and the referees, many of whom made special efforts 
to make this journal a reality. Papers from three members of our Editorial Board, comprised ofboth 
researchers and practitioners with lifelong dedication toenhancing mobility, are included in this first 
issue. I look forward to working with the many new individuals who will become a part of the 
journal in future issues. 
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